
AGENDA 
Sunday, August 26, 2018, 1:30 

 

I. Presentation:  Dick Wells speaking on How To Grow Your Orchids Better.  He will 
also have plants to sell. 

II. Reports: Treasurer’s & Minutes  
III. Old/Unfinished Business 

A. Cincinnati: summaries will be provided over the next few months 
B. Picnic: see Minutes  

IV. New Business 
A. Orchid Care.  Winding summer down and preparing for winter: 

1. Phals love the cooler evenings/nights of September, early October.  They need 
temperatures to fall to c. 55 in order to prepare for winter bloom.  Do this for 
several weeks by opening a window at night. 

2. Many of our plants will soon being going into dormancy or semi-dormancy after 
they have bloomed.  Be sure you reduce watering and fertilizing.   

3. August can be too hot for some plants that we have put outside.  Montane plants, 
e.g., many oncidiums, do not easily tolerate high temperatures.  Too, many orchids 
require a temperature difference between day and night temperature approaching 
20 degrees.  Summer months, especially when humid, frequently don’t achieve this.  
Of course, bringing them indoors into an air-conditioned room deprives these plants 
of necessary humidity.  A real double edged sword which can be dulled with 
humidity trays.  

B. September 8th @ 10AM - workshop at Garfield: Preparing orchids for winter 
C. September caravan: Oakwood Orchids, Orchid Outlet, RV Orchids 

Date Alert:  The trip is on Saturday, September 15.  Details to be provided at 
meeting, e.g., car pooling, addresses, phone numbers, times, etc.  

D. Shows: who will do set up and tear down? 

1. Louisville is September 28 – 30; Set up 1:30 – 10PM; Exhibit display on 
Saturday is 10 – 5; On Sunday it is 12 - 4 
St Matthews Episcopal Church 
330 North Hubbards Lane 
Louisville, KY 

2. South Bend is October 27 – 28 

3. Mid America is October 26 – 28 in Independence, MO 

E. October topic: Orchids of Borneo 

F. November new date and topic: 3rd Sunday, November 18  

G. Ph test product for show 

H. AOS Publications: AOS has published comprehensive guides for several orchid species 
which are available at aos.org/store.  These include Phals, Cycnoches, Cattleyas, 
Dendrobiums (Latouria species), Cymbidiums (avail. this fall), etc. 

I. AOS Webinars:  8/14 @ 8:30 PM, EDT – Greenhouse Chat 
9/5  @ 8:30 – Greenhouse Chat 
9/18 @ 8:30 – Judging Oncidianae 
10/9 @ 8:30 – Orchiata Bark 



 
Minutes of 6/24/18 meeting 
23 attendees 

I. Presentation: Russ Vernon of New Visions Nursery spoke on Oncidium inter-generics. 
A. An inter-generic plant is a cross between two genera.  A hybrid is a cross between two 

(or more) species within the same genera.  Normally we think cross breeding between 
genera doesn’t work, e.g., jackalope, a cross between a jack rabbit and an antelope; or, 
a liger, a cross between a lion and a tiger.  The first example doesn’t exist, but the 
second does.  However, such cross breeding can result in weakened offspring which 
doesn’t always reproduce, e.g., mule. 

B. Oncidiums inter-breed with odontoglossums, but generally with breeders.  The natural 
environment for both genera do not appear to overlap as oncidiums favor warmer 
regions while odontoglossums are cool growing, preferring mountainous cloud forests. 
However, such interbreeding provides a wide variety of beautiful hybrids. 

C. Factors that hinder interbreeding: 
1. Different pollinators 
2. Season of blooming 
3. Genetic barriers 
4. Geography: desert, winds, altitude, etc 

D. Many species of odm. have been reclassified as onc. 
E. Some hybrids: [there are many 1,000s] 
 1.   Ada Keiliana x onc Croesus 
 2.   Beilara = Brassia = Milt = Cochliona = odm. 
 3.   Brassada = Brassia x Ada 
 4.   Hamiltonia = 7 genera 
 5.   Odontocidium = odm. X onc. 
 6.   Wilsonara = odm. X onc. X  cda. 
F. Care for Odontoglossums: see AOS sheet below 
 

Odontoglossum Culture Sheet 
oh-don-toh-GLOS-sum 

 
 
[text in italics are added to the AOS culture sheet.] 
   



These high-altitude orchids from the New World Tropics flourish where cool temperatures prevail year 
round. Odontoglossums are known for their striking sprays of flowers. Culture is similar for hybrids in 
this group, some being Odontonia, Odontioda and Vuylstekeara. 
 
Light should be bright. In a greenhouse, levels from 2,000 to 5,000 foot-candles are acceptable as long 
as heat levels can be kept down. Summer noon say sun can reach upwards to 10,000 foot candles.  If 
summer day temperatures are high, light levels can be reduced to cool the growing area. While these 
are not generally considered to be good houseplants, they may succeed at an east window or a shaded 
south window; western exposures are usually too warm in most climates.  If under lights, T-12 florescent 
bulbs, set at 10-12” which yields 2,500 foot candles. 
 
Temperatures must be exacting for these plants. Day temperatures below 75 to 80 F are almost 
essential year round. Night temperatures of 55 to 58 F are best. Short periods of warmer day 
temperatures may be tolerated, especially if humidity and air movement are at optimal levels, nights are 
cool and the plants have healthy root systems.  Winter greenhouse temperature = 60 - 74F 
 
Water should be plentiful, coupled with perfect drainage. The potting medium should just begin to dry 
before watering. This may mean watering every two to seven days, depending on weather, pot size and 
material, and type of potting medium. Accordion-pleating on leaves is a symptom of insufficient water 
or humidity. As with other orchids from high-rainfall areas, odontoglossums are particularly sensitive to 
poor-quality water, which will give poor roots and leaf-tip burn.  Because the plants grow in cloud 
forests, AM & PM misting is suggested. 
 
Humidity, coupled with moving air, should be ideally 40 to 80 percent. Evaporative cooling in a 
greenhouse increases humidity while cooling the air and is highly recommended for these orchids in 
most climates. Fogging the air or dampening the floor with water also helps cool and humidify. In the 
home, set the plants on trays above moist pebbles, with the pots resting above the water. 
 
Fertilize regularly with a dilute solution while plants are actively growing. Applications of 30-10-10 
formulations twice a month are ideal for plants in a bark-based potting medium. A 20-20-20 formulation 
should be used on other media. If weather is overcast, applications once a month are sufficient. Some 
growers use a high-phosphorus 10-30-20 blossom-booster formulation as plants approach flowering to 
increase flower count and substance. 
 
Potting should be done as new growth becomes about half mature, which is usually in the spring or 
autumn. These plants need to be underpotted, so when repotting leave only enough room for one to 
two years of new growth. Underpotting also enables the grower to provide the more frequent watering 
these plants need as the smaller pots dry more quickly and evenly when filled with roots. A fine-grade 
potting medium with excellent drainage is required; because the medium is kept moist, annual or 
biannual repotting is normal. Spread the roots over a cone of potting medium and fill in around the 
roots with more medium. Firm the potting mix around the roots. Keep humidity high and the pot dry 
until new roots form. 



 
 
Wilsonara [above] 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Odontocidium 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
MINUTES OF 7/15/18 picnic 

 
  
This scene of the auction in is John’s backyard.  About 10 minutes later it began to rain; however, 
everyone was protected.  Russ Vernon was the auctioneer.  Plants and magazines (including some from 
the Australian Orchid Society) were donated by John, Lowell, Russ, Ball State, Chad, Timothy, Grace, and 
Kwen (hope I didn’t miss anyone).  There was a preponderance of Paths and Catts but there were a few 
unique ones e.g., Milt, Den, etc.   Proceeds from the sale more than made up for the cost of the picnic. 
 
Kwen and John did the cooking, a guest, Tom, brought some homemade wine.  We had typical picnic 
fare, but one dish seemed to stand out more than any other – Vicki’s brownies, a new must for Xmas 
Bingo and the CIOS show. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



SUPPLEMENT TO MINERAL SHEET SUPPLIED WITH THE 10/22/17 AGENDA 
By Russ Vernon, New Vision Orchids and Cheryl LeBlanc, Rinhard Greenhouse @ Ball State with editorial 
help by Doug Allen and CIOS members at June Meeting. 
 
ITEM   PURPOSE  APPLICATION       
 
Epsom Salts  Magnesium source very small amount, once a month or less provided your  
      lime source lacks magnesium [see lime below] 
Water 

RO [reverse osmosis] Straight RO water twice a week.  Be sure to adjust 
watering  to pot type and potting mix.  Low mineral. 

 Distilled    low mineral, slightly acid 
Tap     ph should be 6.0-6.5.  Use vinegar, or other acid to  

     Adjust.   
Rain water Low mineral, slightly acidic, check ph. 

Lime   control ph level  critical for plant to uptake nutrients.  Ph level range  
      from 5 – 7, which is slightly acidic and comparable to 

rain water which is c. ph 5.7 due to CO2.  The                                                                                         
appropriate ph level maximizes food absorption. [Indy 
tap water is over 7.   

Oyster Shells slow release calcium slow release calcium.   1– 2 Tsp   
with Paph species when repotting or top dress 

      once a year, contains magnesium.   
 Dolomitic limestone    contains magnesium 
 Gypsum    do not use 
 Hydrated lime    contains magnesium 
Vinegar, lime juice reduce ph 
Charcoal  increase ph 
Organic matter  decrease ph 
Peat moss chunks potting mixture  provides acid, must be used with drain enhancing  
      materials, e.g., perlite, charcoal 
Sphagnum moss holds moisture  allows for good air exchange, acidic.  Can be used with  

Plants with fine roots.  New Zealand product rated 
highly.  Has 6 months of anti-microbial action. 

Fir, pine bark,  support plant  can be mixed with perlite and/or charcoal, sphagnum 
               Orchiata New Zealand bark treated with an acid inhibitor.  However, this leeches                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

    out within 2 years.  Discard. 
Coconut fiber neutral ph.  Lasts longer than bark.  Comes as bark, 

chips or fiber.  Soak overnight before using.  
Rubbing alcohol  insect control  30% rubbing alcohol for manually removing insects.  Dip                                                                                                                                          
      Dip Q-Tips in alcohol and touch to insects. 
Neem Horticultural Oil insect control  1 Tsp oil + 3 – 4 drops dish soap in 32oz spray bottle 
Fertilizer ¼ strength to your preferred schedule.  The longer the 

gap, the stronger the application.  When plant is 
      dormant/at rest, cut back watering and fertilizing. 
Ph test strips Guide adjusting ph for water.  Available in pet supply 

stores, on line 
Hydrogen Peroxide       ant-fungal & bacteria agent: [look for article in an agenda later this year]  


