
AGENDA 
Sunday, June 23, 2019, @ 1:30 

 
I. Presentation: Sam Tsui.  There will be a wide ranging discussion on growing Paphs.  He 

will also have plants to sell. 
 
[Sam] began growing orchids in the early 1980’s. After trying many types of orchids, he became a serious 

Paphiopedilum grower in 1985. In 1990, he began hybridizing with Paphiopedilums and continues that work 

today. As he became more involved with Paphiopedilums, he started selling commercially in 1995 as the 

Orchid Inn. [18218 US Highway 150, Bloomington, IL 61705, Tel/Fax: (309) 662-2386, 

samtsui@orchidinnusa.com.] He grew orchids in his basement and greenhouses attached to his house. As the 

business grew, in 2004, he purchased six acres of property and built his first commercial 6,000 square feet 

greenhouse. Currently he makes over 300 crosses, produces 4,000 to 5,000 flasks or approximately 100.000 

seedlings annually. 

In the past 15 years, Sam has been very active in the orchid world by traveling to shows, promoting sales, and 

lecturing. Sam currently fills orders from around the world and attends over 20 orchid shows/conferences a 

year. He also does approximately 15 Paphiopedilum programs/lectures to orchid conferences, societies and 

groups annually in the USA, Canada, Japan, Australia and Europe. Over the past 12 years, he has judged at the 

Japan Grand Prix, the world’s largest orchid show. 

Hybridizing is Sam’s passion. He emphasizes Paphiopedilum species, Brachypetalum, Parvisepalum and 

Multifloral hybrids. He only selects the best, most vigorous parent plants in his collection for 

breeding/hybridizing.  He continues to improve his breeding stock by selecting plants or flasks from his fellow 

orchid growers that he believes are outstanding examples of their type.  

As a result of Sam’s breeding program, his orchids have been honored with approximately one hundred and 

sixty awards from the American Orchid Society, Cymbidium Society of America and European Orchid 

Congress. His most prestigious awards include seven First Class Certificate (FCC/AOS) awards; three Cultural 

awards including a 93 points Certificate of Cultural Excellence (CCE/AOS) award; and six breeder Award of 

Quality (AQ/AOS) awards. All these awards are from American Orchid Society. 
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II. Reports: Treasurer’s & Minutes 
III. Old Business 

A. Calendar: 
1. July 13 is Cincy seminar (notes of presenters attached to agenda over the next     

2-3 months) 
2. July 21 is annual picnic [Sunday] 
3. August 25th Doug Allen on the Care of Phals 
4. Sept (possible) Francisco Miranda from South America.  Also date is uncertain 

since this engagement is in coordination with Louisville, Dayton and Cincy 
5. Oct  27 - TBA 
6. Nov 17 (3rd Wednesday because of Thanksgiving) Ian 

B. OTHER IDEAS YOU MIGHT HAVE FOR TOPICS, e.g., growing orchids under lights, 
orchid judging workshop in Cincy, return of the South American speaker in 

mailto:samtsui@orchidinnusa.com


conjunction with Cincy, preparing plants for mounting and growing in strainers, 
collecting aromatic orchids, orchids in small enclosed spaces, e.g., terrariums 

IV. New Business (some items from last agenda) 
A. Picnic Prep: 

1. Location: John’s house, 8307 Crystal Pointe Lane, 46236 
2. Food: meats supplied by CIOS; rest by members, e.g., salads, deserts, 

sodas,  
3. Auction:  You can bring anything to auction – plants, pots, potting soil, 

cuttings, books related to orchids, etc. 
B. Regular Meeting snacks.  This practice has been re-started.  The snacks must be 

kept limited to cookies, etc, (other items discussed at meeting) 
C. Two members joined within the past month 
D. Summer Orchid Care:Watering and fertilizing cattleyas, oncidiums, symbidiums 

and dendrobiums is crucial for June.  Phals and vanda are sending out new roots 
and making new leaves.  This is also a good time to take divisions of your larger 
specimens and/or up pot to the next size container. 
Be sure to move as many plants outside as possible, but under the dappled 
shade of a tree.  However, rasie up from the ground since rabbits love to chew 
on the plants (they don’t even eat the leaves they cut off).  This will allow 
orchids to experience warm days and cool nights, critical for flowering.   

 
 
Minutes of May 26, 2019 Meeting 
att: 19, 2 new members from CIOS show and two new members who joined at the meeting. 
 
No additional minutes were taken.  See photos below.  These were provided by our speaker, Thomas 
Sampliner. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Den lindleyi 



 



ABOVE: Otochilus fuscus 
BELOW: Coelogyne corymbosis 

 



 

 
 

Den gratiosissimum 



 
 
 

Luisia curtisii 



 

 
 

Den unicum 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

A Praying Mantis that disguises itself as an orchid in order to catch prey. 


