
 
AGENDA 

Sunday, February 25th, 2018, 1:30PM  
NOTE: At the IMA 

 
I. Presentation: We will visit the the annual IMA orchid exhibit in their greenhouses. 
II. Reports: 

A.    Minutes of January 2018 Meeting 
B.    Treasurer’s Report 

 III. Unfinished Business 
A. CIOS Show: New ideas 

1. Ask all invitees to submit NOT JUST plants, but also photos and other related 
orchid materials (Crochet, T-shirts, etc) to the show,  

2. Demo table at entrance where we can show how to re-pot orchids, divide 
orchids, provide a demo on different soils.  See 7 below.  

3. A free plant for joining AOS.  ALSO, promote beginner’s workshop soon after the 
show.  Provide a sign up sheet.  Decide on weekend or weekday night.  All this at 
an Info/membership table, 

4. Heard there is an IU Research Center that might have photos/posters/ed. 
Materials for display?  Anyone know anything about this?  Who can investigate?  
Any one from Bloomington???? 

5. A DID YOU KNOW Sheet, e.g., Orchids can grow near the Arctic, most orchids 
are air plants, Lady Slippers are a kind of orchid, every orchid flower has 6 parts, 
vanilla is an orchid product, etc. 

6. John or anyone does a display on humidity trays of different sizes + hot house.  
Showcases his plants in them.  Every hour on the hour –say 12-4-he gives a brief 
presentation on how it works.  Not limited to just this topic, e.g., transplanting.  
There can also be other educational displays. 

7. Devise a program to have high school students (or any group, for that matter) 
submit art works on orchids, e.g., students provide paintings, drawings, photos, 
etc.  Need to contact.  This would be for 2019 show. 

B. New Business 
1. After the picnic: do we need to meet every month?  What kind of variety can we 

inject into the proceedings? 
2. Directions for IMA Parking:  Enter the museum grounds along Michigan.  The 

guard will direct you to where to park.   
3. Review Minutes of January Meeting.  Can also review minutes of November 

meeting. [make this a regular feature] 
4. Bring Cincy plants for display to this meeting PROVIDED CIOS is having a display, 
5. Add to Calendar: Master Gardeners of Hendrick’s Co are having a show from 

June 7 -9, 2018.  Details to follow. 
6. IMA After Orchid Show plants sale: March _____ 
7. Website has added two new members, one renewal. 
8. Future workshops: sign up to lead one – 
9. Car pool to Cincy show on either Saturday or Sunday, 3/10 or 3/11 

 
 



Sign Up Sheet for various CIOS workshops. [DO NOT HESTITATE TO MAKE CORRECTIONS, MAKE 
ADDITIONS, ETC] 
 [This sheet will be available at info desk during our orchid show] 
 
Please note: all workshops will be held at Garfield on [days to be determined] and last for approximately 
an hour. 
 
Workshops: 

1. Introduction to orchid care:  For the relatively new collector who basically wants to keep 
plant alive and blooming.  Various popular varieties will be discussed. 

2. Transplanting Orchids: Once an orchid outgrows its pot, it’s time to re-pot.  This will provide 
tips on various soils to use, pots to use, water regimen for transplant, plant inspection for 
pests and disease, etc. 

3. Growing orchids under lights:  This workshop details the various needs for this kind of set up 
including lights, temperature, humidity control, and general pant care for this environment. 

4. Growing orchids in a greenhouse and/or sunroom:  Presentation will focus on the benefits 
and drawbacks of such an undertaking including humidity control, pest and disease control, 
best plants to work with, etc. 

Name ___________________ 
 
Contact ___________________ [phone or email] 
 
Workshop(s)  __________________            date & time ____________________ 
 
         ___________________                                  _____________________ 
 
[ANYTHING NEEDED TO BE ADDED?] 

 
MINUTES of 1/21/18 Meeting 
 

Hillside Nursery 
Growers of Lady-Slipper Orchids and select Woodland Wildflowers. 

Growing Information 

For growing Lady-Slippers, Anemonopsis, Glaucidium, Paeonia japonica, Trillium grandiflorum: 

Light: Morning or evening sun is okay, but plants should be shaded in midday. High 
open shade or the shade of the north side of a building will work very well. 

http://www.hillsidenursery.biz/assets/images/general/cypripedium-michael=growing-bed=-LRG.jpg


Soil: Cypripediums like an evenly moist but well-drained soil and will not tolerate soggy conditions.  Depending on the soil you are starting with, 

you may want to augment it.  A 1/4 cup of lime may be added to each planting hole or dusted on top.  If your soil is a heavy clay, you will need to 
remove it and fill the planting hole with a sandy loam like the mixture mentioned below.  If, on the otherhand, your soil is a dry open, sandy type, 

you would want to add loam and humus.  At the nursery we grow the lady-slippers and our other woodland plants in a mix of 75% gritty sandy 

loam and 25% composted bark mulch.  However, a good loamy garden soil should be fine and not need much amending. 

Mulch: A layer of mulch is very important. We use pine bark 3/4 to 1 inch deep with a 

light layer of pine needles on top. It will keep the soil cool and evenly moist. The soil should not be allowed to dry out completely, especially 
during the first year, as plants are getting established. Once the ground has started to freeze, we recommend adding a layer of straw or pine 

boughs to privide additional winter protection. This is especially important for fall plantings. Remove this extra layer in spring. If you live in an 

area that has wet winters, it is a good idea to cover teh newly planted cypripediums with something like a board or sheet of plastic to keep off the 
rain so they don't get soggy over their first winter.  Don't forget to remove the covering in the spring before the plants come up. 

Fertilizer: When planted in a good rich soil, fertilizer is not always necessary. However, you may wish to try a yearly spring application of a 

granular organic fertilizer before the plants emerge. If you like to actively fertilize, you can apply a quarter-strength liquid fertilizer every 7 to 10 
days from before the plants come up in spring until mid-August. Fertilizing early is a good idea as this is when the plants are forming their buds 

for the next spring. A yearly dusting of lime is always helpful. 
Planting: Plants should be planted with the tips of their buds just below the surface (1/2 inch deep). Lady-Slippers should be planted with their 

roots spread out in the top four inches of the soil. Their roots tend to grow horizontally. Care should be taken when planting that the roots are not 

exposed to the sun or drying wind. 

Watering: Please resist all temptation to over-water. These plants like an evenly moist soil and should be watered only through dry periods 

such as late summer. Like most other perennials, they should never be allowed to dry out completely. 

 

Cypripedium Orchid (Lady-Slipper) Planting Guide 

Below are a few photos we took while planting a potted lady-slipper.  To plant a dormant lady-slipper (how we ship them to you), you can follow 

the same steps.  The last photo on this page gives more detail for dormant plants. To see a larger image, click on the picture.  

These planting methods are what we do here at the nursery, there are other ways that work as well depending on the type of soil you are starting 
with. What is most important is that the plants stay evenly moist and do not get soggy or dry out.   

  

Here you can see that this hole has been dug so that it is about 16 inches 

across and 8 or 10 inches deep.  The soil in the hole was amended with a sand/grit mixture.   

http://www.hillsidenursery.biz/assets/images/general/cypripedium-parviflora-=large-clump=-LRG.jpg
http://www.hillsidenursery.biz/assets/images/general/Planting-lady-slipper-1-LRG.jpg


 
Remove lady-slipper from pot.  

  

 
 Remove Soil from roots.  

  

  Spread roots out horizontally in hole.  Some of the soil from the pot is ok, 

but not necessary. 

  

http://www.hillsidenursery.biz/assets/images/general/Planting-lady-slipper-2-LRG.jpg
http://www.hillsidenursery.biz/assets/images/general/Planting-lady-slipper-3-LRG.jpg
http://www.hillsidenursery.biz/assets/images/general/Planting-lady-slipper-4-LRG.jpg


  

  Fill the hole by covering the roots and crown with the amended sandy loam or  
coarse gritty sand. 

  

 

Here we have covered with a coarse grit to protect the crown from excessive moisture. 

  

http://www.hillsidenursery.biz/assets/images/general/Planting-lady-slipper-6a-LRG.jpg
http://www.hillsidenursery.biz/assets/images/general/Planting-lady-slipper-7-LRG.jpg


 

The grit can be covered with a bark and/or pine needle mulch.  

This mulch layer is very important to help keep the soil evenly moist.   

  

  

Planting dormant lady slippers.  

  

  This is how we plant our lady slippers in their raised beds here at the nursery.  They are planted in a gritty sandy loam that also contains about 

25% composted bark mulch.  Notice how the tip of the bud is about half an inch below the surface of the soil and is covered by about three 
quarters of an inch to an inch of fresh bark mulch that will compact to about a half an inch over time.  We like to put a layer of pine needles on 

top to keep the soil cool. If you're planting in the fall and live in an area that has wet winters, it is good idea to cover the newly planted and semi-

established plants with plastic or plywood to keep off the rain so they don't get soggy over their first winter.  Just don't forget to uncover the 
plants in early spring. 

 

http://www.hillsidenursery.biz/assets/images/general/Planting-lady-slipper-8-LRG.jpg
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Here are a few pictures of Cypripediums or Lady-slippers in the gardens around the nursery.  

 
 

Left to right: Cypripedium 'Michael' and 'Gisela' share a raised bed.  A clump of a couple different large Cypripedium pubescens plants go nicely 
with Paris quadrifolia.  

  

 

  

  Cypripedium kentuckiense (Kentucky or Southern Lady-Slipper). 

  

http://www.hillsidenursery.biz/assets/images/general/Cypripedium-gisela-michael-LRG.jpg
http://www.hillsidenursery.biz/assets/images/general/Cypripedium-pubescens-garden-LRG.jpg
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http://www.hillsidenursery.biz/assets/images/general/Cypripedium-kentuckiense-grp-LRG.jpg


 

 

Cypripedium parviflorum var. parviflorum (Small Yellow Lady-Slipper) emerging and in a raised bed. 

  

 

 

 

Left to right: A Cypripedium 'Gisela' hides out in the shade of a cobra lily and Polygonatum cryptanthum (Winged flower solomon's seal). 

A bed of Cypripedium 'Rita Alba' a Cypripedium andrewsii cultivar. 

A nice patch of Cypripedium 'Ulla Silkens' with some Cyp. pubescens in the foreground 

  

http://www.hillsidenursery.biz/assets/images/general/Cypripedium-parviflorum-emerging-LRG.jpg
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The succession of a Cypripedium reginae (Showy Lady-slipper) from left to right: buds emerging in the spring, 

Hillside Nursery 
Growers of Lady-Slipper Orchids and select Woodland Wildflowers. 

 Cypripedium Orchids For Sale: 

 Cypripedium 'Aki' 

 Cypripedium 'Gisela' 

 Cypripedium 'Janet'New! 

 Cypripedium 'Kristi Lyn' 

 Cypripedium 'Margaret'New! 

 Cypripedium 'Michael' 

 Cypripedium 'Philipp' 

 Cypripedium 'Pubescens x PKParv' 

 Cypripedium 'Wilson' 

   

 Cypripedium 'kentuckiense x candidum' 

 Cypripedium pubescens 

 Cypripedium reginae 

 Cypripedium x columbianum 
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