
See Minutes D.2.AGENDA 
Sunday, November 18, 2018, 1:30 

 

I. A. Presentation:  Doug Allen – Miniature Vandas.  “[This talk] will cover 
Vandas and related genera that grow in six inch or smaller pots or in baskets 
or on cork plaques.  These are plants that will add colors such as red, orange, 
and blue to a grower’s collection.  Many are easy to grow if you can supply 
the right conditions.”  [See Minutes II. D. 4. Below] 
B. Russ Vernon will speak on what we commit to doing if we wish to 
participate in the 2021 Spring MAOC. 

II. Reports: Treasurer, Minutes 
III. Old Business: 

A. Mid America Orchid Show 2021 Report 
B. Officer Nominations:  John for President, Vicki for Treasurer and ??????? 

for Vice President. 
C. Bingo is 12/9.  Orchids from H&R in Hawaii and Carmella’s 
D. CIOS Show is 4/13-14/19. 
E. Ask Russ to come to Nov Meeting to explain Mid America Orchid Show 

[MAOS] 
F. Cincy Seminar7/7/18, Second Report. 

Talk by Roy Tokunagao of H & R Nurseries, Hawai’I who specializes in 
breeding, cloning and hybridizing dendrobiums that grow over 6,000’. 
1. Dendrobiums means Tree Life or one who lives in trees. There are 

between 1,000 and 1,200 species and 40 sections 
2. Genetic discussion: the number of sets of chromosomes (ploidy) 

governs many factors in hybridizing.  There are one set = monoploid, 
diploid (2 sets), triploid (3 sets), tetraploid, pentaploid, heptatploid, 
etc.  This is important to breeders because it helps decide what 
characteristics are desired for the hybrid, e.g., size, color, etc.  The 
photo below shows dendrobium formosum which has a very large 
flower, a characteristic the breeder might like to cross with a 
dendrobium that has a bright red colored flower. 



 
5. In the picture below, the goal is to hybridize this color into a ‘new’ orchid.  
It is a picture of Den. Green Elf. 

 
The cross produced Den. Little Green Apples (Den. Green Elf x convolutum) 
6. Den. Spectabile are very large plants and can reach heights of 4’ 
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7. So, if you want, let us say, a large white flowered dendrobium, you would 
hybridize two species and get Den. johnsoniae x spectabile “Joyce Kelly” 
 

https://cdn11.bigcommerce.com/s-ookf1bkiza/images/stencil/1280x1280/products/21340/23891/denspectabilem__58828.1536177876.jpg?c=2&imbypass=on


 
Talk by David Bird on Tips for growing Phragmipediums.  The following is a 
list of DOs w/o elaboration.  You will need to go onto the internet and look 
up your species. 
The list: Pure water or RO system, LED lights for 14 hours, temp of 65-72, 
water 2x per week, good airflow (fan), live sphagnum moss, top dress with 
lime, phosphorus doesn’t work as a nutrient, up to a point greater light 
intensity helps plants absorb nutrients, ph of 5 – 7, flush plants for salts. 

IV. New Business. 
A. Check to make sure all supplies are on hand for Bingo 
B. Motion: To participate in the 2021 Mid America Orchid Show being held 

at Ball State. 
C. Bingo Prep: what to bring. 

V. Growing Tips: 
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Cooler weather and shorter days send signals to Phals and Cymbidium 
hybrids to flower.  Mealybugs are a common enemy which can easily be 
contained with Dr. Bronners Peppermint Soap in a quart aprayer.  Several 
applications may be required.    Be sure to stake Phal spikes before they get 
too long.  Some Catts bloom for the holidays, e.g., C. trianae and C. 
percivaliana. 
South window exposure for orchids, though the light is lower, may be                                                    
harmed since any trees that may have offered dappled light will have shed 
their leaves.  A sheer curtain is a good solution.  Conversely, winter produces 
more gray days and your plants may not receive enough light.  It may be time 
to invest in grow lights. 
In winter, most orchids grow more slowly which means you need to cut back 
on watering and fertilizer.  Too, heating can take its toll since it reduces 
humidity.  Monitor your humidity trays more carefully.  Finally, orchids on or 
near windows may be subject to drafts.  Again a curtain may help. 

VI. Show and Tell + plants for sale 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MINUTES 
10/28/18 Meeting 
Att: 17 
 
I. Reports: 

A. Treasurer’s: Balance = #3871,23 + c. $11,000 in CDs, unanimous 

B.   Minutes of 8/26/18 & 9/15/18 meetings, unanimous 
C. Show & Tell = 10 plants; 16 plants raffled off, 10 sold 

        II.        Presentation by Tom Sampliner, “Orchids of Malaysian Borneo 
A. Geography: on second largest island in the world and the largest in Asia.  The 

northern third is Borneo, the southern two-thirds is Indonesia.  Borneo 
surrounds the kingdom of Brunei.  The island is located in between Indonesia 
and the Philippines.  The island’s highest Mountain is in Borneo, Mt. Kinabalu at 
13,345’.   

B. Climate: the island has hot, humid lowlands, is thickly forested (it had a 130 
million years old rain forest), lots of fog/mists that permeate the valleys. 

C. Flora: the island is home to approximately 10% of all orchid species or about 
3,000.  Be advised, however, being home to is NOT THE SAME AS indigenous to.   

D. Species discussed: 
1. Jewell Orchids; terrestrial, in dense forest, lowlands, require minimal light.  

The foliage, striated with color variations, is more attractive than the 
flowers.  Florets are small.  There are six genera.  Luidisia anoechtochilus is 
an example shown below. 



 

 
 

 
 
 
2. Platanthera sparsiflora – terrestrial.  Also found in North America esp. CA.  

Old name was habenaria sparsiflora.  Flourishes in bogs. 
3. Eria hyacinthoides, one of more than 500 species, but this one is local to 

Indonesia.  See photo below. 
 
 



 
 

4. Renanthera, an orchid genus that has lots of red, red-orange, orange 
flowers, traits which have been crossed with vandas to give many hybrid 
vandas their red, etc. colors.  See below 

 

 
 
 

5. Dendrochilum, epiphytic, lithophytic, terrestrial and aromatic. 
See below. 



 
 

6. Corybatus carinatus, “Helmut orchid”, terrestrial, has a single leaf which 
supports the flower.  They have an underground tuber.  Below 

 
 

 



 
 

7.  Phal giganta.  Has leaves up to 2’. 
 

 
 

8. ETC.  The island also contains many varieties of Paths, Bulbophyllum, 
Coelogyne, liparis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


