
AGENDA 
Sunday, January 20, 2019, 1:30 

 

NOTE: THIS IS THE 3rd SUNDAY 
 

I. Presentation: Russ Vernon’s topic is Hybridizing orchids – challenges and possibilities.  
How to make it all happen.   He will bring some of the following plants for sale: phals, 
catts, lycastes, odonts and some succulents. 

II. Reports: Treasurer’s & Minutes 
III. Old Business 

A. Newfields visit on February 24th will be at 10 AM instead of 1:30.  Greenhouse will 
be open for us, but most of the orchid display will be in the galleries and we are not 
certain if we will have admission to the galleries, though we will have admission to 
the Pop Up shop on the first floor of the IMA.  Save March 5 and 6th for orchid sale 
at Newfields.  They will have leftovers from the orchid show as well as getting rid of 
some of their own collection.   

B. Reminder: CIOS members must pay the admission to the Garfield Greenhouse.   
IV. New Business 

A. Vote on Newfields visit [see III. A.] 
B. Calendar for 2019 

1. Shows (Spring) 
a. Dayton: 2/15-17/19 
b. Cincinnati: March 
c. CIOS: 4/12-14/19 

2. Speakers and/or topics 
a. Topic; Doug Allen on all phal growing issues discussed. Bring in plants.  To be 

determined 
b. February – Newfields, TBD 
c. May- Tom Sampler 
d. June Tsui of OrchidInn USA 
e. OTHER IDEAS YOU MIGHT HAVE, e.g., growing orchids under lights, orchid 

judging workshop in Cincy, return of the South American speaker in 
conjunction with Cincy, preparing plants for mounting and growing in 
strainers. 

C. December/January Orchid tips.  Many orchids prefer dryer conditions over the 
winter, but not drought.  This is especially true of deciduous orchids, catasetums, 
lycastes,  and many dendrobiums.  So, too, reduce fertilization especially those with 
pseudobulbs.   If you continue feeding the bulbs, this will confuse the plant and will 
produce more growth, but not flowers.   
Most orchids require cooler temperatures to induce blooming.  In addition, shorter 
days also promotes blooming.  This is true for phals, cymbidiums, lycastes, 
dendrobiums and cattleyas.  Obviously, orchids that thrive at the equator don’t 
need shorter days, but their growth at higher elevations might require day/night 
temperature differences.   

D. Show and Tell, always possible raffle 
 
 



 
MINUTES of 

November 18, 2018 Meeting 
Attendance 28 

I. Presentation by Doug Allen on growing small, 6” or smaller pots, Vandaceous orchids. 
A. Family = Orch. 

Sub Family = Epidendroideae 
In plant systematics Epidendroideae is a subfamily of the orchid family, 
Orchidaceae. Epidendroideae is larger than all the other orchid subfamilies 
together, comprising more than 15,000 species in 576 genera. Most 
Epidendroid orchids are tropical epiphytes, typically with pseudobulbs. There 
are, however, some terrestrials such as Epipactis and even a few myco-
heterotrophs, which are parasitic upon mycorrhizal fungi. [from Wikipedia] 
Tribe = Vandeae 
Sub Tribe = Aeridiuae 
Genus = Vanda, there are approximately 30 genus in this group.  Taxonomical 
changes occur frequently.  For example, many vandas at one time were 
classified as ascocenda [see below]. 

Ascocenda, abbreviated as Ascda in the horticultural trade,[1] is a man-made hybrid orchid genus 

resulting from a cross between Ascocentrum and Vanda (Asctm × V). It was first described in Orchid 

Rev. 57: 172 (1949). × Ascocenda species are common in cultivation with numerous cultivars and 

often combine the large flower size of the Vanda parents with the color and compactness of the 

Ascocentrum parents.  Most find their origin in Thailand, Myanmar, India and the Philippines.  

 [from Wikipedia] 
 

B Interesting characteristics: Phals are a member of the sub tribe, monopodial, 
hybridizing began in the late 1800’s and continues because of the rich array of 
colors of the flowers, no rhizomes or pseudo bulbs, have keikes, thick leaves 
store a little water (like Phals),  

C. Growing: lots of air circulation, water daily in the AM, feed weekly and weakly, 
very bright light (like Catts), high humidity, spring flowering, some vandas will 
bloom 2x or more in a year, as days shorten can pull back on watering and 
fertilizing, can grow in pots, cork slabs, redwood or cedar baskets, pots (with 
extra holes), potting medium is small bark, perlite and charcoal, buy species that 
are upright and relatively narrow (1 – 1&half feet) in order to conserve space. 

D. An orchid aside: 
 Foliage on orchids should be medium green.  Too dark means too little sun and 

the plant is creating lots of chlorophyll, pale green means the plant is getting 
too much sun. 

E. Recommendations:  The plants listed below are for pots of 6” or less, brightly 
colored, easy to grow (humidity tray for south facing window, but not in sun), 
and can be located on line: 

[Please see the end of this agenda for more details and photos] 
II. Talk by Russ Vernon on 2021 MAOC sponsorship by CIOS 

A. Ball State University wants to host the spring 2021 Mid America Orchid Congress in 
conjunction with the 50th anniversary of its greenhouse.  The tentative date is late 
March.  So far Three Rivers Orchid Society has agreed to co-sponsor. 
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B. Sponsorship entails lots of volunteer hours.  Imagine the volunteer work done for 
our own local show magnified by quite a few times.  Even though there are more 
volunteers (from the other orchid society, Ball State, Russ) most work is done in 
Muncie so travel time must be figured in as well as the possibility of airport pickups 
to and from the Indianapolis Airport.  Clearly, the commitment is large, but can be 
worked out (as it has been in dozens of other cities). 

C. The work is quite similar to doing our regular show: displays set up, venders 
contacted, meals provided, advertising arranged, etc.  It’s just on a much larger 
scale, e.g., there is a banquet, there is an auction, and there are guest speakers. 

D. Financially, there will probably be no net cost to us and, most likely, we will make a 
profit if other shows by MAOC are any guide.  However, there may be up-front costs 
for which we will be paid back.  MAOC provides seed money for the event, $2500.  
This is paid back to them out of registration fees, vender rentals, etc. 
Benefits: We stand to earn much more from the event than from our own local 
show, there will be at least 3 to 4x the number of venders to pick and choose from, 
learning opportunities from speakers, and the rewards of meeting new people and 
new plants. 

Motion, as amended: To participate as a sponsor in the Spring 2021 Mid America Orchid 
Congress [MAOC] being held at Ball State.  Passed 19-0-1. 

  
 

 

 

      Minutes of 
     December 9, 2018 Meeting 
      Attendance 31 
  

I. Nearly 70 plants, most in flower, were won by attendees.  Food was plentiful.  Cleanup 
was a breeze.  Thanks to Kwen for ordering and delivering the plants. 

II. A brief business meeting: 
A. Officers elected; 

President, John Francis 
Vice President, Ian Wilhite 
Treasurer Vicki Matheaux 
Secretary, Barbara Nelson 

B. A brief discussion on whether to go to Newfields for the February orchid 
meeting was postponed to the January Meeting. 



 
 
Four tables were filled with plants, almost everyone in bloom or in bud. 
 



 
 

2019 Orchid Bingo: Kwen,Lowell and Timothy with backs to us 

 

 

 



APPENDIX A [for vandas] 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Above:  Ascocentrum curvifolium 



 
 

Above:  Ascocentrum miniatum 
 



 
 

Above: true miniature vandaceous orchid: Haraella retrocalla 



 
 
Above: mini vandaceous orchid: Schoenorchis fragrans 
 
Benefits: We stand to earn much more from the event than from our own local show, there will be at 
least 3 to 4x the number of venders to pick and choose from, learning opportunities from speakers, and 
the rewards of meeting new people and new plants. 
 

 



Above: Vanda coerulescens 
 

 
 
Above: Vanda parviflora 
 



 
 
Above: Rhynchostylis coelestis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



APPRENDIX B: Vandaceous plants available on line: 
Vanda coerulescens  

Vanda cristata  

Vanda lilacina  

Vanda parviflora  

Ascocentrum curvifolium (now Vanda)  

Ascocentrum miniatum (now Vanda)  

Ascocentrum ampullaceum (now Vanda)  

Ascocenda hybrids that are smaller growing  

Aerides fieldingii  

Aerides odoratum  

Renanthera imschotiana  

Renanthera matutina  

Renanthera monarchica  

Rhynchostylis retusa  

Rhynchostylis coelestis  

Neofinetia falcata (now Vanda falcata)  

Vandofinetia Blaupunkt (now Vanda)  

Neostylis Lou Sneary (now Vandostylis)  

Neostylis Fuch’s Ocean Spray (now Vandostylis)  

Ascofinetia Peaches (now Vanda)  

Ascofinetia Twinkle (now Vanda)  

Sarchochillus hartmanii  

Haraella retrocalla  

Thrixspermum species  

Schoenorchis fragrans  

Chiloschista pusilla  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



APPENDIX C: Vanaceous genera 
 

 

 
 


