
AGENDA 
      Sunday, September 22, 2019 @ 1:30 

Garfield 
 

I. Presentation: Ian Wilhite our vice president and employee at the Newfields greenhouse will speak on growing 
Congora orchids.  Look at the photo below to see why this is an interesting species: 

 

  
 
A. Russ Vernon – will discuss and illustrate the upcoming (Spring 2021) Mid-America Orchid  congress show 

I. Reports: Treasure’s and Minutes 
II. Calendar 

A. Kwen will set up for the Louisville Show; Vicki will tear down 
B. Remaining CIOS Calendar: October and November are fluid since we are trying to have a 
speaker from South America (Francis Miranda) come before our group.  Please note that we will 
meet on the 4th Sunday in November since Thanksgiving is later in that month.  One of these 
months our speaker will address the subject of growing orchids under lights.  Xmas Bingo will be 
December 8th 
B. Michiana Show: October [dates not set].  Set up = Friday before show; tear down = Sunday 5PM 

at South Bend, across from Notre Dame.    
III. Orchid Care: 
IV. DISCUSSION: Gearing up for 2020 

A. What are we doing that’s good? 
B. What can we do to make it better? 
C. What are we doing that’s not so good? 
D. Do we want to continue/How to make it better? 

V. Snack for Next meeting 
VI. Show & Tell, Raffle 

 



MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 25th, 2019, Meeting 
 
I. Presentation Doug Allen:  Some Thoughts and Suggestions on Growing Phalaenopsis Successfully.   

A. Doug began with the 5 growing essentials for successful plant growing in general: light, water, 
potting media, nutrients, and temperature range.  
1. For Phals, he recommended an east window with direct sunlight up until 10AM and a more 

than 60% shade for a greenhouse in the summer with less in the winter.   
2. Phals also do very well under artificial lights. 
3. Check plants frequently and water oly when necessary – watering varies depending on 

temperature, media type and age, light intensity, humidity, pot size, air movement.  Less 
humidity may mean more frequent watering as does air movement from a fan.  A potting 
medium rich in sphagnam moss will probably need less water than plants in 100% bark.  If 
you are not sure whether to water, wait until tomorrow 
Remember, tap water, which has been water softened and is rich in sodium salts and is not 
the best for orchids since it will cause chemical imbalances in the plant that can kill it.  Well 
water is rich in minerals.  Distilled water, rain and RO water are low in minerals. 
Soaking your orchid for 5 minutes in water periodically helps reduce salt buildup, but can 
transmit disease and pests between plants.  Be careful! 

4. Potting media can vary as indicated above.  Sphagam moss needs more frequent change 
than does bark.  Too, to prevent root rot, be sure to place some quick draining material at 
the bottom of the pot and do not over water the plant.   Root rot is the easiest way to kill a 
phal.   Doug uses azalea pots and fills the bottom 1/3rd of the pot with a quick draining 
material, e.g., Styrofoam peanuts, gravel, granite (no limestone or marble), clay shards, etc. 

5. Fertilize with a balanced, water soluble fertilizer at at ¼ to ½ tsp per gallon of water every 
other watering.   

6. Temperature: Phals like nights of 60-65, but can go down to the 50’s for short periods of 
time; days 75-85. Most will flower if daytime temps do not reach 85. 

B. You will, of course, face several obstacles: disease, insect pests, fungus, critters, etc. 
1. For viruses there are no cures. 
2. For insect pest there is rubbing alcohol and other commercially available insecticides.  Be 

very careful when handling chemicals.  Be sure to follow label directions and wear proper 
protective equipment. 
For animal pests there are various traps, e.g., chipmunks, squirrels and mice. 

3. To check for root rot, try to lift plant from pot.  If it is tight, then roots are OK.  If plant 
moves around, then root rot has likely set in.  Examine the roots to see the extent of 
damage. 

4. If, by accident, you leave water in the crown of the phal over night, you probably will get 
crown rot.  Dry the area and treat with either cinnamon or hydrogen peroxide.  This will, 
hopefully, stop the crown rot.  Continue to grow the plant as normal and the Phal will 
probably produce a keiki. 

5. Also, be careful not to place ripening fruit near flowering orchids since ripening fruit gives 
off ethylene which can kill the blooms 

C. Doug divides his phals into three groups: miniature, multiflora, and standard. 
1. Miniature 2 – 3 & half in. pots. 
2. Multiflora, 20 of more flowers, in 4- 5 in. pots 
3. Standard; over 6 in. pots 

SEE PHOTOS AT END 
 



II. Reports:  Treasurer’s and Minutes’ Reports Approved.  Picnic brought in a profit of slightly less than 
$200 

III. MOTION: Whereas our CDs are expiring in the near future and they provide minimal earnings; and, 
whereas, the organization [CIOS] will need money to invest in the Mid America Orchid Show in 
2021, Be It Resolved that the CDs be sold as they become due.   Passed unanimously 

IV.        Calendar 
A. Kwen will set up for Louisville Show; Vicki will tear down 
B. Chicagoland Orchid Show: Sept 20-22 at Hausermann’s, 2N134 Addison Road,       Villa Park, IL; 

and, at Natt’s Orchids, 24654 103Street, Naperville, IL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Below are two STANDARD Phals: The first is an unknown species but illustrates how fabulous they 

can look.  The second is Phal stuartiana 
 

 
 

 
 



 
These two are multiflora Phals. The first is Phal lueddemanniana and the second is Phal Dawn 

Treader ‘Number One’ HCC/AOS.  The first should be easy to find and grow; the second is a 
white hybrid which probably isn’t available any longer.  When looking for a multiflora, you 
should look for a color that you desire and have the potential to produce numerous quality 
flowers. 

 
 

 



 
These two miniature phals are easy to grow and easy to find.  They are Phal pulcherimma and Phal 

and Phal equestris 
 

 


